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Clever illustrations and story lines, together with full-color reproductions of actual paintings, give

children a light yet realistic overview of each artist's life and style in these fun and educational

books.
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"Occasionally, Renoir would paint landscapes and still lifes, but his favorite subjects were always

people.", p. 29The young reader will learn about Renoir's birth in Limoges, France; his family's

move to Paris when he was young; his early drawings using his tailor father's chalk; his working

years in a workshop painting decorations on china; his learning the formal method of painting in the

studio of Charles Gleyre; and his participation in the creation of the "Impressionism".Renoir was a

rarity in that he was successful at painting in many styles. He was very versatile. Most painters lock

themselves into a painting method and stick with it for awhile. All their paintings during that period of

time use the same method. Renoir locked into what he painting and let it determine the method. If

he were painting outdoors, he would choose impressionism with an emphasis on people having a

good time more so than the outdoor setting. If he were doing a portrait, he would typically choose

the older style but with less formality. His chose of method would be similar to a photographer

choosing to use black and white film for certain shots and color film for others. Children are very

sensitive to their surroundings. Their response can at time be instantaneous. They go with the



moment and therefore will appreciate Renoir's similar approach.My favorite painting in the book is

Renoir's "Umbrellas". He let the figures chose the method. He chose impressionism for the more

formally attired, and he utilized a more formal method for the less formally dressed woman on

errands with her basket.Venezia's illustrations are humorous. His narrative is delightfully

entertaining. His approach brings the artist within reach of the young.
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